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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad…  I Thes. 1:8
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Vision, Missions and the Church
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On 6 August, 2002 Mr. Andrew Cowell, Australian missionary to Indonesia, spoke at the Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall Mission Night. He said,

The Vision of the Church is Missions; And the Mission of Missions is the Church.

Three pertinent thoughts stand out from the above statement, viz.

The Vision of the Church

(
The Church today needs a Vision – not a Visionary Mission but a Missionary Vision!

Pro. 29:18: Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. (KJV)

(
Many in the church today still think there is plenty of time before the Lord comes 

– their Vision is Myopically Horizontal, not Vertical.

Matt. 24: 38, 39: For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

(
But the Lord says differently: the church needs to Look Outward and Upward.

John 4:35: Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

Tit. 2:13: Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ

MISSIONs – the vision of the Church
(
The Mission Missive is embodied in the Great Commission to the Church:

Matt. 28:19, 20: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

(
The Mission Motto needs:

1.
A Definition of Goals – Stating the Mission Objectives in clear precise terms that spell out their Purpose, the Period for their Achievement and the Proper Evaluation at each stage.

2.
A Direction to Go – The Church has too long been waiting for people to come in to listen to the Gospel. The GOspel demands a GO! And the Great Commission Commands a GO! It is time the church gives Direction to her members to GO and releases those called of God to GO!
3.
A Dependence on God – As the leaders of the church at Antioch ministered and fasted (Acts 13:2, 3); the Holy Spirit Called and Commissioned Paul and Barnabas. 

Then the church fasted and prayed and laid their hands on Paul and Barnabas and sent (lit. released, freed) them away.  

God still asks today, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 

Can the Church answer or the Christian respond: Here am I; send me.   Isa. 6:8

The CHURCH – the Mission of Missions

Church planting the Goal of the Go in Missions and it is the combined work of God and the Christian. It is the Mission of Missions.

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
I Cor. 3:6

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one:

I Cor. 3:8
For we are labourers together with God:



I Cor. 3:9

And every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.   Mt. 15:13

The Church today must involve its Members in Missions: -

– give them a Vision, a Mission and a Direction;


– give Exhortation, Encouragement and Edification on the Mission Message; 


   (do not Disregard, Discourage or Disparage those who are Mission-Minded)


– give them opportunities to Plant churches, to Pray for Missions and Missionaries, 

   to Provide resources and to Participate in Mission Ventures.

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.

Pro. 11:30
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